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The guiding group(12 in number) gathered at the Wesleyan center.  Mark Cryderman presented the devotion for the group by talking about the Free Methodist heritage of standing up for people living in the margins.  His New Testament reference was Luke 4.18-19.  A season of prayer followed in preparation for the work of the day.
We then spent some time building relationships around the room by sharing what had been happening in each of our lives and ministries since we were last together.
We revisited our mission statement to make sure as we began our work we were going in the right direction.
One of our agenda items for this meeting was connecting with other ministries located in the Detroit area.  Bruce Rhodes had invited Chris Lambert of Life Remodeled(www.liferemodeled.com) to share with us.  Chris shared his testimony as well as the work he is engaged in the Detroit metropolitan area.  The three major purposes of his organization are to remodel anchor institutions(like schools), remodel houses, and remove blight from the community.  He shared several examples Cody High School and Life in Osborn.  He gave each person an 82 minute video of this project in Osborn.  He has a very winsome spirit and has connected widely with resources in the Detroit area.  His projects financially are multi millions and brings the corporate partners to the table with resources including manpower.
Prior to lunch we talked about next steps this year.  The group recognized that we really need all the participants present at these crucial meetings of prayer and planning.  With that in mind the following dates were established for 2016 for this group to meet:  April 14 at Wesley Center; July 14 at Mosaic church if open, if not back at Wesley center; and October 6 at the Wesley Center.  Our starting time would be 9:00am.
We talked about the summer needs of the Wesley Center in terms of interns and several met with Mark to receive information.  Our goal is for interns from the various denominations to have a summer experience.
After lunch, our afternoon was dedicated to learning about the Christian Community Development Association.  Numerous additional persons joined our group in order to hear this presentation.  Dave Clark, a national staff member with CCDA, gave the presentation outlining the philosophy of CCDA.  Each person was presented a brief participant’s manual.  The stated mission of CCDA is “to inspire, train, and connect Christians who seek to bear witness to the Kingdom of God by reclaiming and restoring under-resourced communities.  The eight key components of the philosophy are critical to the success of this ministry.  Greater description and definition of CCDA’s ministry can be found on the website(www.ccda.org).   
The agenda established for the April 14, 2016 meeting will have at least the following components:
1.  100% presence of the guiding group.  Richard and Ron will follow up with persons who were absent at this meeting.
2. Relationship Building activity.
3. Invitation to more ministries and guests.
4. Review the philosophy of CCDA(Mark will do this review)
5. How will and can CCDA philosophy assist in the GWA’s work in Detroit?
Much networking was completed throughout the day with persons sharing contacts and resources.
Our meeting was concluded with a prayer in Swahili.
Several remained after the meeting to help Mark set up the room for the leaders of the Mosaic church who were coming in the evening for a presentation by Dave Clark.  GWA and the Mosaic church shared in the cost of bringing Dave to Detroit.
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